
I work for a criminal defense attorney in a.l was the intern at

the firm during the summer between my third and fourth years of college, and I became

fascinated with criminal law and with why certain people commit certain crimes. I was

fortunate enough to have been offered a position to work as one of the legal assistants to

the attorney after graduation. I seized the opportunity to learn about the criminal world of

schedule I narcotics, DWIs with elevated blood alcohol contents, and shoplifting from

Mall. I was excited to learn about and to uphold the rule of law.

I graduated from the University in the spring of 2Ù74,just before the

disappearance and murder of second year student, Hannah Graham, and the soon to be

retracted Rolling Stone article about a brutal rape of a female student, "f ackie," at a

fraternity party. and as a recent graduate, the article naturally

bothered me to a great extent and on a personal level. This muckraking article sought to

expose the horrors of, and serious problem of, rape on college campuses, while

simultaneously ruining the lives of the fraternity brothers and the much-admired Associate

Dean of Students. My fraternity friends had their houses vandalized from an outraged

public crying for a guilty verdict. This was a horrible and trying time for The University

community, and like so many others, I believed fackie's story and was horrified that

something like this could have happened at UVA. I was not going to victim

shame "fackie;" 1 believed something awful had happened to her. Those who questioned

her story were labeled as "rape apologists," and I certainly did not consider myself as such.

That is, until my firm handled its first rape case.
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A couple of weeks after the Rolling Stone article was published in September of

20t4,1was sitting at my desk eating breakfast, when the phone rang. I lazrly answered the

phone, expecting to talk to someone about another reckless driving ticket, annoyed that

someone interrupted my morning coffee and bagel. The voice on the other end cried

desperately into the phone, "My father has been charged with raping my mother, and he is

currently being held in the Adult Detention Center. We need a lawyer." I was dumbfounded.

Did I hear this kid correctly? Rape? No, we don't handle those. We only handle non-violent

felonies here. We could not possibly handle a rape case; plus, the defendant probably was

guilty anyway.

As it turned out, we could handle a rape case. The son hired the attorney to

represent his father. We were about to defend a rapist. "An alleged rapis! he

attorney had reminded me. And then the attorney tasked me with writing this client's bond

motion.

How do I write a bond motion to convince a judge to let an alleged rapist out of jail?

Our client must have raped his wife! She would not lie about getting raped! He should not

be allowed back into society! The wife was telling the truth! Right? Wasn't she? These

questions cycled through my mind as I typed up the bond motion. I thought of Hannah

Graham and of the "|ackie" in the Rolling Stone article.I thought of the survivors of sexual

assault whom I knew in college. And then, I thought of what the attorney had told me when

he first hired me: "A defense attorney's job is vigorously to defend the client, no matter how

guilty or innocent he or she may be. The Constitution may be old law, but it is the most

important law." I was his employee, so I was charged with this ethical obligation as well.

And so, here I was. I was helping to defend a client who has been charged with rape. I
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suddenly became what some call a "rape apologist." My obligation was to the client. I wrote

the motion for the client, and the judge granted our client bond the next day.

This rape case bothered me the most out of all of the cases on which the attorney

represented clients. I was torn between my commitment to the ethical obligation

vigorously to defend a client and between my concern for the issue of sexual assault on

college campuses. I knew women in college who had been sexually assaulted, and I was

ashamed that I would be labeled a "rape apologist" for defending a man accused of rape and

for upholding this defendant's constitutional right to due process and effective assistance

of counsel. I looked at the public outrage on social media at cases such as the rape case at

Stanford University, and at the fallout from the rape case at UVA as described in the Rolling

Stone article. A pattern began to emerge. I began to notice a tension between due process

and supporting the victim. This became apparent in other high profile cases, including the

trials of fesse Matthew. People tweeted that f esse Matthew deserved the death penalty for

raping and murdering Hannah Graham, and yet the public thinks America should get rid of

capital punishment. People cried out on Facebook for the imprisonment of the Stanford

swimmer, appalled at his six month active jail sentence, but then the public thinks that

America incarcerates too many people. Why is there this tension?

I intently watched the progression of the f esse Matthew trials of the rape of a

woman here in Fairfax and of the murder of Hannah Graham. I attended one of his hearings

in Fairfax and watched his public defender work tirelessly and vigorously to defend her

client and to ensure that fesse Matthew had a fair trial. However, his public defender was

slammed on social media for defending her client. This brilliant attorney was labeled a

"rape apologist" and was scorned for doing her job. I hated how cruel people were on the
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internet to this attorney, and I hated what happened to Jesse Matthew's victims. No one

deserves to be raped or asks to be raped. No one deserves to be shamed for defending a

guilty person either.

How do I reconcile this inner conflict and tension? How do I defend a client's right to

due process and effective assistance of counsel while advocating for survivors of sexual

assault? These ideas certainly could not be mutually exclusive. It only was after that time

that I decided that I want to work as a prosecutor, at least at first, I want to seek justice for

victims of sex crimes, while still maintaining the defendant's right to due process. I want to

work with defense attorneys and probation officers to ensure that those convicted of these

types of crimes receive appropriate sentences with treatment if necessary. As a prosecutor,

I think I would be in a unique position to educate the public about punishment and

appropriate sentences that emphasize rehabilitation for the defendant.

Working for a defense attorney solidified my decision to go to law school, and

working on a rape case helped me to shape a legal career path prosecuting these types of

crimes and advocating for victims'rights. I am ready for the challenge that comes with

attending law school, and I am confident that I will be successful. I am ready to become a

lawyer.
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