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Serving the People

Nothing can compare to a life of service. In decisions regarding everything from

first-year seminar essays to choices between full-time professional offers the sirens of

service have guided me to my best destinations. My undergraduate courses of study,

summer internships, professional positions pursued since graduating from college, and

my community involvement throughout all of these years reflects a commitment to

service. It is this particular mindset-to be of service to a greater good-which drives

why I will be entering law school this coming fall (2017) and what I hope to do upon

becoming lawyer working towards a more just society.

What I have done professionally since graduating from College has

served to expand my experience and commitment to fighting for justice in society,

particularly from a wide-angle viewpoint of the criminal justice system. I accepted a

position at the Sheriffs Office 2}l4because the agency desired to improve

public safety through unconventional means, particularly in the areas I am most drawn to:

economically distressed and racially segregated communities. Many of my experiences

to-date have involved coping with the aftermath of systems that are already established.

This includes what I do today for the Sheriff s Office, working on

community engagement in rural suburbs as well as the most violent policing districts of

the - . I develop programs and shategies that aim to offset difficulties tied

to systemic structures. This work has included:

Developing and imnlementinø çg¡¡¡nunity/policy-focused initiatives for the
Sheriff s Office
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Collaborating with elected officials and residents on community projects (e.g.
secured over $300,000 in grant funds and in-kind donations for baseball field
project; project reported by the Chicago Sun-Times and NBC5 Chicago Making a
Dffirence)
Creating, organizing, and currently facilitating a coalition of residents and entities
(e.g. Sheriffls Office, Housing Authority of - school district,
churches, local non-profit) serving a village we provide police services in.
Advocating for expansion of regional social services (e.g. non-profit mental
health resources).

Working to amend county ordinances for proper enforcement by t

Sheriff s Deputies.
Representinu t}e Sheriff s Office on appointed state and regional
councils: Child Death Review Team ( uvenile
Justice Leadership Council, Southland Juvenile Justice Council
Conducting research for special projects and investigations (e.g. full research
which led to the publication of Chicago Tribune article "Tax buyer deeds

abandoned properties to homeless man").
Drafting written reports and memos to brief executive leadership.

Before beginning my work with the iheriffls Office in Chicago, life

introduced me to criminal justice reform through a fellowship in Pennsylvania. My

and as a subsequentexperience as a

board member of the non-profit Citizens Project first opened my

eyes to the maze-like process of getting criminal records expunged, and the consequences

of having them. I spent my time in Pittsburgh researching then being requested to

develop the "Ban the Box" policy for, _ County, Pennsylvania. "Ban the Box" is

a national movement to remove the question "Have you ever been convicted...?" from

initial job applications. It seeks to mitigate barriers posed by the collateral consequences

of having a criminal record, most heavily felt by low-income individuals, minorities, and

their families. The policy I drafted was adopted by. Jounty and went into

effect on January 1,2015.
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"Ban the Box" seeks to limit or remove some of the barriers that people with

criminal records face to gaining access to employment, even jobs for which they may be

qualified. More limited job options and difficulty gaining employment are often one of

many collateral consequences of having a criminal record. However, depending on the

laws of the state, certain arrests, charges, and even convictions can be expunged or

sealed. Though it may provide a form of relief, this process can be cumbersome and

costly. As a volunteer and board member of the I Project, I

helped to run expungement workshops. ln my capacity now working with distressed

communities on behalf of a Sheriff s Office, I come into contact with a number of people

who have criminal records. For most, after becoming aware of their criminal recordsl and

the possibility of expunging or sealing them, the process of having the records expunged

requires an attorney not only to make sense of statutory language but also to navigate the

complex court system.

In addition to working on behalf of the adult population with criminal records, I

have also worked on behalf of youth. As difficult as it is to clear a criminal record, for

many it is immeasurably easier to obtain one. According to a2016 report from the

Sentencing Project, "as of 2013, black juveniles were more than four times as likely to be

committed as white juveniles, Americans Indian juveniles were more than three times as

likely [to be committed as white juveniles], and Hispanic juveniles were 61 percent more

likely [to be committed as white juveniles]."2 The school-to-prison is a well-researched

1 For example, a person that was arrested but never charged or convicted may not know that they could

still have a criminal record.
2 

Racial Disparities in Youth Commitments and Arrests. Report. April I , 2016. Accesse d June 21, 2017 .

htþ://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/racial-disparities-in-youth-commitments-and-arrests/.
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phenomenon, with that pipeline often passing through the juvenile court system.3 Though

unlike adult records, juvenile records in many jurisdictions are supposed to be sealed, that

is not always the case. As explained in a 2016 report from the Juvenile Law Center,

juvenile records are often accessible to employers, educational institutions, and landlords

making some of the same barriers faced by adults with adult criminal records also a

reality for those with juvenile records, often times no matter how long ago the offense.a

There are however, other ways to approach juvenile delinquency.

One of the largest projects I took on at the Sheriff s Office was acquiring the

funding for and overseeing all of the building requirements and physical construction of a

regulation youth baseball field in a small, rural suburb of Chicago. Though rural, this

municipality faces many of the same challenges combated by urban cores, and often to an

even greater extent with fewer resources available than cities (e.9. a fewer transportation

options, an inadequate number of social service providers, a lack of skilledlhuman

capital, etc.). Projects such as these look to prevent youth from ever coming into contact

with the justice system, for those that do however, diversion programs shine another ray

ofhope.

Juvenile diversion programs work better to decease reoffending than the

traditional and punitive use of the juvenile justice systems. Multiple meta-analysis studies

conclude that:

t Libby Nelson and Dara Lind. "The school to prison pipeline, explained." The school to prison pipeline,
explained - Justice Policy Institute. February 24, 2015. Accessed J:ur:,e 26,2017 .

htþ ://www j usticepolicy. org/news/8 77 5.
a Riya Saha and Jean Strout. Futwes Interrupted; The Collateral Damage Caused by Proliferation of
Juvenile Records. Report. Philadelphia, PA: Juvenile Law Center, 2016.
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[T]he average recidivism rate of diverted youth was significantly lower than that
of the comparison youth who went through the traditional justice
system...suggesting diversion worked better than formal system processing...

[and] indicating that simple contact with the juvenile system can increase the
likelihood of reoffending. s

Although I do not work directly with youth in the detention center, I do work with

youth from disadvantaged backgrounds as well as am appointed to two juvenile justice

reform councils at the county and state levels. The vast majority of the professionals I

come into contact with recognize the need for reform and welcome diversion and

alternative programs to the juvenile justice system. Likewise, when educated about the

costs to society as well as individuals6, lawmakers and lay citizens often times begin to

welcome a new way of thinking about helping youth.

As I embark upon this next step in my life, the ability to serve others remains my

driving force for attending law school. I seek to learn how to structure systems on the

front end, augment them at the root level, and to be a legal voice for marginalized groups,

ultimately moving the marker forward for broader society. I believe in my ability to be

used as a vessel to pursue justice for individuals and society. My greatest joy comes from

serving other people. I hope to one day serve as a U.S. Attorney, ardently upholding the

U.S. Constitution and recognizingthe human rights of all people, particularly those

populations impacted by the justice system. The Varghese Summersett Scholarship, by

helping to defray tuition costs, will help me to be able to move even more swiftly into

this field. The legal profession is one of integrity and service, and I look forward with

s 
"Juvenile Diversion Programs." Practice: Juvenile Diversion Programs - Crimesolutions.gov. Accessed

June 26,2017. https://www.crimesolutions.gov/?racticeDetails.aspx?ID:37 .
u Futures Intemrpted: The Collateral Damage Caused by Proliferation of Juvenile Records.
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great excitement to joining the ranks of the legal professionals who exemplify these

qualities.
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