
Pursuing an education in criminal justice with a concentration in forensic science

at rallows me to have multiple career choices. Each

occupation ranging from being a police officer to a private investigator to a forensic

scientist is reliant of one another, which in turn, provides increased opportunity to

advance within the field. Being able to work with criminal justice within the local, state,

or federal government level also provides a vast amount of opportunity and demand for

such a profession. With the many positive opportunities that can come about with

majoring in criminal justice, there is also the likelihood of making a positive difference

for women, justice, and furthermore, society.

I chose to attend this university because it is one of the few universities who

offers a concentration in forensic science. The hands-on experience which this

university offers early on is what further influenced my decision to focus.

The courses offered for this degree, specifically Criminal lnvestigation

and Forensic Law, are exactly what I am interested in. The Criminal

Investigation course focuses on the investigative process. Being able to figure

out how and why an incident occurred by using evidence, analysis, and eye

witnesses is essential for solving crimes. While attending the Forensic Law

course, I will be learning how using in depth examination techniques, like DNA,

ballistics, and more, further access the legal aspects within crimes. My

interest with these types of hands-on classes will only promote my overall

desire to want to learn all there is about criminals and how to solve crimes.

My aspiration to major in criminal justice comes from my father. He was in the

military (Marine Corps), a corrections officer, state trooper, and now works for



Homeland

Security. I love to hear his stories about situations that he has experienced.

As my curiosity grew, my father encouraged my inquisitiveness by taking me on

trips, such as to the National Crime Museum and to Fort Meade Army base both

located in Maryland. I have also had the chance to speak to professionals

within the field. They have provided further insight on the benefits of

criminal justice. With moving to various states because of my father's

profession, I was also able to witness how other states handled crime and

criminals differently. After conducting research on possible careers, I

realized that figuring out how or why criminals did certain things favored my

curiosity and enhanced my desire to study the criminal justice system and

forensic science.

There are criminals everywhere in the world. With that being said, majoring in

criminal justice is a huge step into making the world a safer place. Police officers,

blood analyst, homeland security agents, and other related professions have the

ability to catch criminals and protect the public. Realistically speaking,

there will always be a need for occupations within the justice system.

While attending college, I plan on participating in any available internship

programs that would be associated within the local, state, or federal departments. I plan

on learning all that I could from the professionals at these various levels.

Future networking, increased communication skills, and collaboration amongst

colleagues will be the key factors that I will take away from the internships.



Job placement and experience will also be added benefits to taking part with

the internships.

Although this scholarship will assist with paying for college, I am also applying for

this scholarship to increase the awareness of African Americans and women within the

justice system. ln today's society, it is hard to be a young, minority female

trying to prepare for the future. Within my community, I have noticed that

minority females my age are sometimes portrayed to be weak and inferior. From

my high school experience, many of the Latino and African American individuals

across my town have very little to no desire to go to college because they

believe they are not smart enough or do not have the fìnances to do so. I want

to be able to change the culture within my community and others and let it be

known that women of color like me can make a change within the professions that

they wish to work in. Applying for this scholarship will enable me to be

actively involved with other individuals with the same desire and commitment I

have. Those that have applied before and taken an active role within the association will

only encourage and lift my passion for the goals I wish to pursue. At the same time, the

desire to surround myself with positive influences is a key element which I feel is

needed, as I venture into the college and adult world.

All in all, my diverse experiences and my determination to make a difference for

those within my family and community have all influenced me to further my knowledge

base in criminal justice at Education is the one

tool which cannot be taken away from me and it can only help further tend to my

personal and professional goals. College will help me gain the essential



knowledge that I will need to pursue my education in forensic science and

criminal justice. This knowledge will put me in a better position to where I

could help and give to others. Desire, commitment, and communication will be

the way to help make that influential change. The collaboration and experience

of those within this association will aid in providing the support, positivity,

and direction in which I seek to find within an organization. ln turn, I wish

to offer the same support to those within the association. Networking

together towards a common goal is what membership within means to me. lt

is with this unity, that we would be able to successfully succeed toward both

our individual and whole group professional goals.


