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To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to apply for the Criminal f ustice Scholarship from Varghese
Summersett. I am a 3.d year LLB English with American Law student studying at

, I will be graduating from the

in I have extended my visa to continue working unpaid at
the Texas Innocence Network helping those with innocence claims who have
been convicted of capital murder. Because I chose to stay in America for longer
than my course required I unfortunately do not have access to more student
finance. My student visa does not provide me with a work permit either, so I am
relying completely on my personal savings. I therefore would love to be
considered for the scholarship. In this essay I will tell you more about myself,
how I believe I have dedicated myself to the criminal iustice system and how I
will continue to do so.

I started studying law when I was 16 in England. I decided to continue my
education further at university because I quickly realised I wanted to become a
lawyer. I was the first person in my family to go to university. I recognized that
many people around me were studying law because of the notion that lawyers
are well paid, but for me this was never the case. I chose to study law because I

was interested in rules that bind all humans in order to provide justice. It can be
used to protect safety, yet take away another's freedom. We are all bound by it
and it affects millions of people. This led me to an interest in International Law
where I received one of the highest marks in the year and the American
Constitution, where I received the highest individual mark awarded, both 1't
class [4,0 GPA). I've always thought of law as a way to support people, protect,
compensate, rehabilitate and serve justice. I applied to a university where I could
study abroad in America because I always wanted to live here and study the
American legal system, I then chose to study in Texas, because I knew of its mass

incarceration and use of capital punishment,

I wanted to experience this different criminal justice system. I wanted to get
involved, help people and try to make a difference in rndertook
internships that I believed would allow me to do this. I first interned at the Public
Defenders Office from August - December 2016.I regularly met with clients in
jail and I organised and received a personal tour of the jail and state mental



health facilities. I was able to witness every stage of the criminal procedure, from
before a client was indicted, to after they had been sentenced. I spoke with
fudges in court who were all interested in my views on the Texas criminal justice
system. My experience at the Public Defenders led me to believe that because of
mass incarceration and the bail procedure many individuals plead guilty so they
could leave jail on their time serve.d. But this would leave them with a criminal
record and would affect the rest of their life when applying for a job, housing,
and future career prospects. I thought this was an unfair system that seemed to
be particularly harsh on poorer individuals. By sharing my views and talking to
other Public Defenders with similar views, I gained a better insight into the
system. When discussing it and raising debate on the subject with others, I hoped
my opinions and personal experiences might change the way some people
viewed defendants.

After this I began interning at the Human
Trafficking Clinic. This was very different from the previous defense work I'd
done at the Public Defenders because it was providing help to the victims, rather
than the defendants. I gained skills in client interviewing and drafting court
documents but most importantly, I was able to help victims of trafficking and
provide relief to those seeking asylum. I felt that providing help and support to
victims of human trafficking and those seeking asylum was a valuable insight
into human rights and criminal law, both of which I was extremely passionate

about, I believed it was important to get experience on both sides of criminal law,
defending those accused of crime but also providing relief to the victims, in order
to become a better lawyer. Because I was able to gain so much knowledge,
experience and skills from working as a legal intern I decided I wanted to stay
over the summer to help more people. It was a difficult decision choosing not to
go home, but I knew I would not be able to help people on death row back in
England because we do not use capital punishment.

I started at the in May, working Tuesday through to
Friday, with my classes on Monday, I research case law and trial transcripts,
while looking for any potential challenges or claims that can be raised. My work
here also allows me to investigate and meet people involved in the trial, from the
jurors, to witnesses and the defendant. I feel honoured to be trusted with access

to every aspect of an individual's private life, from their medical records to audio
of their jail phone calls. I enjoy trying to learn as much as possible about a person
and their life, so I can get a better understanding of them and the best way to
help them. Attorneys at the Public Defender's Office thought I might get bored
summarising thousands of pages from these types of documents. However, I
never was because I always believed that improving the criminal justice system

involves improving the individual lives within it, and the best way to do that is to



understand the person and what they've been through to help them more
effectively.

I dedicate myself to improving the criminal justice system by working to help
people, and continuing to educate myself in the field as much as possible in order
to become a better lawyer. Whilst working at the '. , I am

also taking forensics classes. I will be writing a paper on the CSI affect and how
these television dramas negatively affect the criminal justice system. My thesis
aims to show that because there is more of a demand from jurors for DNA and
forensic evidence because ofthese shows, there is a burden on prosecutors and
law enforcement to find it, which can result in miscarriages of justice. I will also

continue to dedicate myself to the American criminal justice system even when I
return briefly to the U.K. As well as being the Vice President at my American Law
Society, and the Equality and Diversity Officer at the _ ,l
will also be the student representative for the charity is a small
non-profit charity in London based on providing legal assistance to those
convicted of capital murder in America, I will aim to raise awareness to other
students of the charity and advise them on internships that they can get involved
in to improve the criminal justice system in r. After I graduate I will be

returning to n¡here I will continue to dedicate myself and my career to
improving the system. I hope to campaign, raise awareness and educate on the
American criminal justice system. While America is one of the greatest countries
in the world, reform and improvements can always be made in laws that affect
millions of individuals, As Mark Twain once said "whenever you find yourself on

the side of the majority, it is time to pause and reflect."

I applied to this scholarship because I believed it was perfect for me as I plan to
spend my career dedicating myself to improving the criminal justice system. The

attorneys at Varghese Summersett have over 75 years of experience in criminal
law, helping people in over 550 jury trials, which is why I would be honoured to
be considered for a scholarship,

Thank you for reading.

Yours sincerely,


