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I applied to law school due to my commitment to improving the criminal justice system.
This commitment was inspired by a CNN Death Row Stories episode that I watched in March
20l4.The episode presented the case of Edward Lee Elmore, an African-American man who
was convicted of murdering a Caucasian woman in 1982. Despite being innocent and having a
lower-than-average IQ, Elmore was sentenced to death. He spent twenty-nine years on death row
before his case caught the attention of law school intern Diana Holt. After she graduated from
school and passed the bar exam, she began to work tirelessly on his case. Her inexhaustible work
led to Elmore being released from prison at the age of fifty+hree. Holt fought for the life of a
man who was betrayed by a system that is supposed to protect innocent individuals, not
incriminate them. Ever since I watched that episode, my interest in wrongful conviction cases

was borne. This interest inspired me to consider a career as a criminal defense lawyer so that I
could assist indigent defendants with their cases. The steps I have taken to develop my
commitment to improving the criminal justice system have involved: a summer internship at the

lnocence Clinic, taking a wrongful conviction course through the Criminal Justice
department, and writing a thirty-five-page note for , Society that explores
the topic of mentally impaired individuals who have been wrongfully convicted.

Entrusted withLast summer, I interned at the
eleven wrongful conviction cases, I evaluated client intake forms, conducted legal research,
interviewed eyewitnesses and secured affidavits to support the work of the Clinic attorneys. I
also collaborated with the other interns to discuss case strategies and gain diverse perspectives
Following the completion of my internship, I was awarded an

JD Fellowship for my work with indisenf clienls. Soon after that,l was nominated to serve as the
American Bar Association's -- Chair for the Circuit.

In addition to my role as Jhair, I served as the President of the
Law Students Association ) for the 2016-2017 year. Over a period of months, I
arranged for SERIAL podcast attorney Rabia Chaudry to come to v . i

2017 and speak about her involvement in the Adnan Syed case, a case of wrongful conviction.
My ability to work independently and delegate responsibilities allowed me to plan and execute a
successful event. I further explored my interest in wrongful conviction by taking a wrongful
conviction seminar in the Criminal Justice department. The course was taught by Professor

nan who also served as my advisor for the note that I wrote for The Journal

Each of the above experiences highlights the commitment that I have towards improving
the criminal justice system. I look forward to using the skills that I have strengthened, the lessons
that I have learned, and the connections that I have made, to achieve my goals of becoming an
avid advocate and a compassionate crusader for the rights of individuals who have learned about
the system's shortcomings the hard way.


