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This summer I have had the opportunity to intern at a local law firm as

well as with ajudge at a town court. These internships have allowed me to

experience the criminaljustice system from multiple vantage points, that of the

defense, prosecution, andjudge. Through these internships I have been exposed

to multiple legal environments including a private law firm in the city,

courthouse, and a district attorney's office.

The law firm I intern at deals with both criminal and civil cases and

primarily acts as the defense. They represent government entities, co{porations,

and individuals. I enjoy working on all types of cases but I particularly enjoy

working on the cases where an individual is facing charges. Meeting a person that

the firm is helping makes my work feel more meaningful and profound, and that

what I contribute to the case might help to create a positive outcome. When

representing a nameless entity some of the human aspect which I savor is lost in

the process.

At my internship at the courthouse I have been able to sit in on

conversations between the judge and both the prosecuting and defending

attorneys before a trial. This has given me the unique position to hear the

arguments and personal opinions of both parties in a case in addition to the

rationale of the person who passes judgement. Additionally, it has been

beneficial to spend hours in a courtroom listening to the variety of cases being

brought before the judge and the subsequent reasoning behind his decisions.



After all the cases have been heard and decided for the day I discuss them with

the judge. On his more involved cases I read through the entire case file and

express my own feelings about the case and offer revisions or suggestions for his

written opinions. These particular cases can span for weeks or months before

they are decided.

Even though the m4jority of the cases at the court are traffic infractions

and misdemeanors, they have nonetheless sparked my interest in criminal

justice. The judgements that were made in court were made to deter future

criminal activity, not to punish. High fines andjail time were rare and only used

in the cases where it seemed that a small fine would not be sufficient to deter the

behavior. Being a criminal attorney, whether defense or prosecution, helps to

determine the line between rehabilitation and punishment. This is done by

representing either side of a case to its full extent so that ajudge can make an

informed, appropriate decision. Studying law will also give me the foundation

necessary to help those who do not have the ability to help themselves in a legal

setting. At the law firm one case in particular involved a pro se litigant who

brought a case against a county and some of its government employees. The law

firm I am interning with led the defense in response to the claims of the person

representing herself. Had she employed an attorney a lot of time and resources

would have been saved. An experienced attorney would know which complaints

to pursue and which ones would not hold up in a court of law. This would have

likely led to a more favorable outcome for her, rather than the likely dismissal of

the case.



In court it was apparent that some people did not fully understand the

charges against them or the different options that they had. Although the judge

would try to explain the situation to them it would have been beneficial to have a

person speak with them individually for an extended period of time. Working in

the criminaljustice system would give me the opportunity to advise these people

or at the very least help them to understand their options.

I enjoy working at both of these internships but unfortunately neither is

paid. I have to retain my employment at the company I worked at before the

internships in order to cover living expenses and the added commuting costs

from the internships. Additionally, this company has been reducing hours,

leading to a declining income. I would like to continue to pursue similar legal

internships and have already been offered a volunteer one with the Department

ofJustice for the following summer. Being awarded this scholarship will help

defray some of the financial burden associated with completing unpaid

internships.


