
Awaiting the start of my new internship at the County District Attorney's Office,

I anticipated getting a firsthand look at all my favorite Law and Order episodes, I expected to

work on high profile cases and see exciting trials similar to the stuff you see on television.

Growing up in , I felt that I had a pretty solid grasp on the city and the crime that went

on around me. Knowing both victims and offenders I believed I was suitable to work in the legal

field. One day before my internship started, January 19,2015,I got a whirlwind of news that put

me personally in the shoes of a defendant and a victim. That moming I was awoken by three

piercing phone calls that I will never forget. The first phone call, my grandmother had been

stabbed to death on her porch, the second my father was the one who stabbed her, the third phone

call, when the police tried to apprehend my father he was shot dead because he was hurling

knives at the police. That moming I was on the set of my own private Law and Order episode

and I couldn't imagine a more tragic plot. Nothing had hit me yet as I waited to be picked up, but

when I arrived home I sat in the living room and turned on the television. Al1 over every news

channel, " L police shoot man accused of killing mother; stay tuned for how he is

connected to l'. Because my mother is the longtime girlfriend of I , I

'was granted five minutes of fame on every news channel and paper in r on the utmost

worst day of my life. My tragedy, which I had not even begun to process or understand, was

public knowledge and being broadcasted into everyone in the greater area's living room.

The anxiety that filled me thinking about facing a new job and a new semester where people

already knew the most vulnerable thing about me was indescribable.

A week later I started my internship and immersed myself in my work, and

although it wasn't the Law and Order episodes I was expecting, it was the most rewarding thing I

have ever done in my life. After six months I was offered a full time position as an Investigator



which I gratefully accepted, now I am an Investigator in the District Court and

the Juvenile Unit. My duties include serving subpoenas and summonseso running records, writing

reports, taking statements from victims and witnesses, and transporting them when necessary.

The most important thing that I bring to the cases I work on is my own life experience, being

able to exert compassion, understanding, and empathy which allows me to understand both sides

of cases. Having experienced, first hand, the effect of senseless crime on my family, my father

the perpetrator and my grandmother the victim, I am better able to understand the victim-

offender dichotomy. Working in the Juvenile Unit I am able to see the powerful role that the

juvenile prosecutor has, they are able to use their discretion becausejuveniles are not adjudicated

the same way adults are, the prosecutor has the power to steer the juvenile down a different path

in life, they are able to do what is best for the juvenile and the common good. Growing up in this

city so many childhood friends I have growTr up with strayed down the wrong path in life with

drugs and alcohol, which lead to a life of crime and incarceration. My father found himself

entangled in the court system from a young age, a juvenile offender himself who went on to

become an adult offender. Seeing the ins and outs of the justice system both personally and in

my professional life has given me the motivation and drive to further my education and equipped

me to be able to study and practice law. Working in the legal system allows me to thrive off of

my colleagues, my case enhancement motivates me to someday have my own caseload, my

professional skills that I have learned and still continue to learn at the DA's office will aid me

throughout law school. Being able to see myself in the shoes of the defendant and the victim

allows me to envision myself as a prosecutor or defense attorney who is driven, motivated, and

ethical. Through the furthering of my education I hope to become a lawyer who promotes

integrity, and strives for justice.


