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My experience with undiagnosed dyslexia in the public education system served as a catalyst for

my passion in criminal law and education policy. Throughout my early childhood, I found schoolwork to

be exceedingly cumbersome and could not finish most of my assignments in the allotted time. I went

undiagnosed during my formative years as neither my school nor my family had the necessary resources to

identify my dyslexia. My academic shortcomings were perceived as behavioral issues and I experienced

the school-to-prison pipelines that many low-income children are challenged with today. I plan to use my

law degree to help implement and defend laws that alleviate the cycle ofjuvenile incarcerations, and provide

low-income youth with the tools they need to succeed academically.

In order to understand who I am and why I deserve your consideration for your scholarship, I need

to share a brief family history. I would be remiss if I excluded my family's adversity as it has directly

affected my commitment to public service and shaped who I am today. I was raised in government housing

in My mother, a non-English speaker with a first grade education, was orphaned

at the age of fourteen. As a single parent of two, she had to work a second job to make

ends meet. My neighborhood had one of the highest crime rates and one of the lowest ranked pubtic school

systems in the nation. I spent most of my primary education facing disciplinary actions for failure to

complete assignments and inability to participate in class exercises due to my leaming disability. I was

suspended multiple times, expelled once, and was ultimately forced to repeat the third grade. Fortunately,

at age eleven, my mother was offered a janitorial position in a school district in l. This allowed

me to enroll in an affluent school that would not have otherwise been available to me. After evidence of
my dyslexia became apparent, I was placed in specialized classes to meet my educational needs.

Immediately, I caught up to the standardized proficiency reading level. I soon excelled in all academic

subjects and graduated from high school with about two years of college credit. This experience led me to

wonder what life would have been if I had nof attended a school district with the resources to address my

dyslexia. Would I have reached my full academic potential or would I have suffered in a system that fosters

low achievement and a lifetime of in-and-out incarcerations?

My experience in both a low-income and an affluent school district has created a passion to

advocate for equitable legal and educational opportunities for all children. The need to implement

legislation that reforms the manner in which school districts are funded primarily through property taxes

that levy taxes in proportion to the assessed value of the properties within its situs has become further

apparent working as a property tax specialist for the Comptroller of Public Accounts.

As a community support specialist at an adolescent rehabilitation center, I weep as I witness these

children endure hopelessness for their future prospects as they face serious legal consequences. Family-

imposed gang affäation, psychological trauma due to physical and sexual abuse, continuous child
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protective services and foster care interventions, mental illnesses, and extreme poverty are typical. These

children deserve legal advocates who understand the underlying issues that have increased the likelihood

ofengaging injuvenile delinquent activities. The staies needs to invest in a system that rehabilitates our

youth, not one that fosters a lifetime of in-and-out incarcerations, and neglects to allow a rehabilitation

component to treat for mental and emotional instabilities. The majority of these children are severely behind

in school for reasons beyond their control. I understand what it is like to receive truancy court notices for

having to skip school to translate for my mother during job interviews. It is imperative that our state

prioritize a method of youth rehabilit¿tion without the necessity of criminal disciplinary action that affects

the permanent records of these children, and inherently limits our youth's educational and job prospers.

This is why during my tenure as a lead legislative aide for the Vice Chair of the Senate

Higher Education Committee and member of the Senate Education Committee I advocated for the

engrossment of HB in the Senate Criminal Justice Committee. The passage of this bill was a

top priority as truancy criminalization disproportionately affects minority and low-income students. I

admire the recent efforts from the State Legislature to reduce criminal sentencing for non-violent

juvenile offenders. However, there is more work to be done. Attorneys, judges, and lawmakers need to

familiarize themselves with the complex issues affecting at-risk youth. The legal ramifications suffered by

juveniles carry long-term effects and fuel a cycle of criminalization for marginalized populations.

I have been admitted into ir. I

appreciate how important your legal scholarship will be to my success in law school. This fellowship is

vital to me because without additional scholarship money, I will not be able to afford attending

, In order to ensure my commitment to public interest law is sustainable, I will need to account for

my additional level of debt incurred. I hope to bring diversity to the legal community through my personal

experience and professional practice with juvenile offenders. As a

Scholarship recipient, I have vowed to serve as a legal advocate for students, parents, and schools against

school-to-prison pipelines. Upon receiving my law degree, I will work to support the implementation of

legislation that creates equitable resources to public school districts. I look forward to tirelessly using my

law degree to serve marginalized communities and help alleviate the revolving door of incarcerations that

adversely affect our most vulnerable youth. As a newly bar-admitted attorney, I hope to serve as general

counsel to a member of the legislature, and be involved with legislation that further reforms juvenile

sentencing, and improves our state agencies that directly affect the livelihood of our children and

adolescents. I hope to bring diversity to the legal community by using my background and practice in social

work with juvenile offenders. Currently, Senator is the only Senator with a

background in social work, and most legislative staffers have backgrounds in government, public policy,
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or political science. This leaves a gap in diverse academic and professional backgrounds needed to represent

the State , , I believe social work is an undervalued perspective in the legal community as it is crucial

to not only be informed of the modern societal issues but also have the personal experience to truly grasp

their implications.


