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I stood at the border of , two countries with so much

history and pain. They are separated by a black metal gate at the end of a bridge that runs over an

almost dried muddy stream where I can see people bathing. I stood face to face with poverty- in

the form of a little boy in a raggedy blue shirt and jeans. Peering at me he reached his arms

through the fence to beg for a few pesos. Never had I ever felt so helpless...

There I was a mere months after having completed my undergraduate studies, out of my

comfort zone.It was a different feeling from the young woman who had blossomed into an

engaged campus leader. Within the classroom, I loved all of my criminology classes but upon

graduating, I decided to seek out opportunities that would enable me to be of service to others

while wrapping my head around what my next steps would be within my career development.

Thus, I spent half of 2016 completing a six-month postgraduate internship in

. with a nonprofit that focuses on promoting a higher quality of life to individuals of limited

economic resources. I was able to be an agent of change for those I met. As I learned more about

the systems that cause poverty and injustice in the I , I reflected on similar

systems back at home in the United States because injustices it seemed, walked hand in hand

with poverty. Towards the end of my education I developed contempt for the criminal justice

system and could not imagine working with in it. With this book I saw that I could be apart of

the system, I could be an agent of change through civil societies.

As my time in neared its end, I began to ponder upon how I would utilize the

valuable learning experiences abroad to set me upon the path to be an agent for positive change

at home as well. Guidance came in the form of an American doctor I met, we talked about my

college major and I shared with her my passion for both international development and the

criminal justice (CJ) system in the States. She shared with me a memoir that had a tremendous
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impact on me. Just Mercy is by Bryan Stevenson, a young lawyer who founded the Equal Justice

Initiative (EJI), a nonprof,tt legal practice that defends the poor and the disadvantaged in our

criminal justice system. This book showed empathy towards society's criminal lepers. In reading

Stephenson's memoir I imagined my role in this system.

I loved what I was doing in rut I knew there was work to be done in the U.S. The

memoir reignited my passions and reminded me that my calling was in criminal justice reform.

Racial disparities, mass incarceration, lack of public trust in our police officers and the system

itselt these are the issues I want to tackle and create support for finding solutions. Through

research, data analysis and creative ideas we can create progressive alternatives to mass

incarceration while keeping our country safe. Organizations like the American Civil Liberties

Union, Vera Institute of Peace and The Center for Court Innovation are leaders in the field and I

aspire to join them.

My future lies in the service of others, in organizations that focus on research

and implementing change. The organizations that most interest me are the ones that use research

and data to test out alternatives to many pressing issues in our system and can be replicated

across the country. I want to take the power of evidence to form effective policy and solutions in

our courts, prisons and in our streets.

My path involves continuing my education in Public Administration and Criminal Justice

at the because I want to learn to effectively manage projects and

people while being an advocate in the justice system. I want to focus on research within the CJ

system geared towards creating evidence based approach for reducing recidivism rates while

learning efficient ways to lead. The goal is to take those combined skills I will develop within
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this dual degree program to work at a nonprofit organization that aligns with my personal and

professional mission and vision.

I will leave you with a line by Bryan Stevenson that fuels me "my work with the poor and

incarcerated has persuaded me that the opposite of poverty is not wealth; the opposite of poverty

is justice." This program attracts me because it would teach me to uphold the justice that

Stevenson speaks of. It also combines the knowledge I need to advance the CJ system while

teaching students how to lead and work in teams. I genuinely look forward to continuing my

education to prepare me for a career in the criminal justice system.


