
My name is 'r and I am a rising sophomore at

University in 1. am currently a Psychology major, however, once I
return in the fall, I will be officially changing my major to Political Science with an American
Politics concentration. About half way through this past academic year,l discovered my love of
politics and the way it can impact people for the good. This is the primary reason that I have

decided to change my major. Shifting my focus to political science has allowed me to expand my
networking and leadership opportunities. It has allowed me to partner with my local and state

representatives, accompany my peers during lectures given by alumni of the program, as well as

prominent leaders in the fîeld, and become involved in leadership opportunities. Through my
presumptive degree path, I have become active in political activism, and involved in the political
climate on a state level. My most recent involvement includss being elected as the Minority
Affairs Caucus Chair of College Democrats of for the 2017 -2018 session. Even

though much of my involvement concerns governing aspects of political science, the grassroots

of my love stems from the criminal justice aspect. Mv love for -nliric:¡l science began from an

intemship I did my senior year of high school at the
It was through this opportunity that I had the opportunity to engage and comprehend

the criminal justice system in its most raw form. It was in this moment that I knew I wanted to be

involved in one of the most fundamental foundations of our American system. There are major
reforms that I think need to be done to improve our criminal justice system. These reforms

include what it means to have a speedy trial and how can we determine what is "speedy",

minority representation in the criminal justice system, and the "school-to-prison pipeline"

concerning African American men.

My time at the as the first experience that opened my eyes to the

criminal justice system and the processes that are involved in it. As a court-appointed defense

attomey, the officer receives a large range of cases, from minor offenses to trial cases where the

death penalty could be enacted. This has allowed me to see a large variety of caseloads and the

processes for each. While interning in the office, especially this summer, I have noticed the

length of time that the defendants have been in prison or jail without any real activity involving
their case. For example, when I did my first internship, a little over a year ago, a case that I
worked on was ftom2014. When I began working on the case in 2016, the defendant had already

been in jail for two years waiting for a court date and for discovery to be sent to the attorney.

When I began my internship again about a month ago, that person was still there waiting for their

f,rrst court date and for discovery to come back concerning their case. It has been a little over

three years and the defendant still has not received their first court date nor has the attorney

received discovery concerning the crime. This made me question what our Constitution means

by a "speedy" trial. Over three years, in my opinion, is a long time to still be waiting for an

initial court date for a crime committed.
Another problem with the justice system is minority representation and outcomes when

they go to trial. Most minorities get assigned defense attomeys through the courts when they are

accused of a crime. Many of these defense attorneys get case after case, causing them to become

stressed and bogged down with multiple cases at a time. This leads to a disadvantage for the

defendant and their chances of a fair trial. There are many instances where minorities have the

get court-appointed representation and the attomey may or may not give the adequate effort that

every client deserves. An attorney may just try to get their client to take a plea deal, without
putting forth a satisfactory amount of effort, just to have one less file on of their desk. This is one

factor that leads to high incarceration rate for minorities; specifically, African American men.



The "school-to- prison pipeline" concerning African American men is an epidemic
prominent in the American criminal justice system and the African American community. This
pipeline is when students, specifically African American males, go from their public-school

systems directly into the juvenile or legal system. In a scholarly article written by Marc Mauer he

stated "49Yo of prison inmates nationally are African American, compared to their l3% share of
the overall population". This statistic shows that African Americans dominate the justice system

even though they are the minority. There has been much speculation as to what circumstances

contribute to this. Some of these circumstances include poverty, disabilities, abuse, and

inadequate services available for students who need it. As a member of the African American
community, I have seen this first hand. I graduated high school ayear ago, since then I know of
seven of my classmates who have entered the criminal justice system; all of them are African
American men.

There are many things that we can blame of each of these problems, but that does not

help alleviate them. Following my undergraduate career, I will attend law school where I will
focus on minority and civil rights. Having this career goal will give me the opportunity to

provide solutions to improve these problems. To tackle the issue of "speedy" trials, I would
adapt our justice system to make it more efficient when it comes to planning court dates and

collecting evidence. This could include enabling more judges in the local and state judicial
systems to get more cases started andlor resolved. Also, I would see about enacting a set time
that an inmate can be held in jail before a discovery is provided. During the time that they are

released while waiting for atrial date, they would be on a mandatory probation, like ones enacted

currently, and cannot travel outside a certain area; whether it be within a certain mile radius or

outside of the state. To provide more adequate minority representation, I would provide more

options for a defendant preparing to go to court or trial. Also, I would want to find a way to
alleviate the workload of court-appointed attorneys so that they can provided adequate amounts

of attention for each of their cases. To change the scenario of the "school-to-prison pipeline", I
would reconsider the "zero-tolerance" policy for small infractions. Under this policy, there are

people in prison serving years, maybe even decade, punishments for simple drug infractions that

can have a maximum sentence of up to twelve months. Also, I would provide better resources for
children who are at-risk of this scenario. I believe this problem stemmed from the stigma

associated with African American men and their place in modern society. With the proper

resources and reinforcement of positive decision-making, we could alleviate this issue.

While these are all big issues, I believe that the current path that I am on will help me

tackle them and make signifîcant change. I go to a wonderful university and have strong mentors

who are helping me pave my way and supporting my every effort. I am truly thankful to have to

opportunities that I have had and be sound academically. I believe that every opportunity that I
have had would not have been possible without the courageous efforts of those who have helped

me. Because of them, I am more than ready to begin to fight for what I deem right and to start

my journey as a catalyst for change.


