
My name but I go by 'll begin this essay by

telling you a little bit about myself and then I'll proceed to describe my commitment to

improving the criminal justice system. I was bom in Lithuania and immigrated here with

my family in the year 2000 when I was five years old. I initially struggled academically

but being at the right age to learn a new language and having the wonderful support of

my mother and older sister, I picked up English and eventually was able to keep up with

my peers in the classroom. I graduated from High School in May 2013

and began working towards my undergraduate degree at the ì

2013.

My freshman year was difficult because I truly had trouble adjusting to life away

from home for the first time. However after switching my major to Political Science and

picking up Communication as a second major, I found myself receiving stellar grades

because I was taking classes I found a lot of interest in. I always wanted to go to Law

School ever since I was little so I picked up English as a minor because I knew how

critical it was to be a good reader and writer for success in Law School. I was fortunate

enough to make Dean's List three semesters in a row as well as getting accepted into the

honors programs for both of my majors.

My freshman year I joined i Fraternity and eventually was able to serve

on the executive board twice, as Scholarship Chair and Head of Recruitment. Both were

wonderful learning experiences that taught me important skills such as leadership,

teamwork, and time management. My successes in the classroom and in my fraternity

allowed me to be elected to the .Interfraternity Council Executive

Board my junior year. The position I was elected to be was Vice President of Risk



Management, which seemed extremely challenging at the time given the negative stigma

surrounding Greek Life and the fact that the i has the largest

collegiate Greek community in the nation. However I was able to oversee the two dry

recruitment periods without trouble, had no issues on the annual 'Unofficial' student

holiday, served on the "It's On Us" student committee, and educated my fellow peers on

risk management policies that they could adapt in their own chapters. My greatest

accomplishment in the position was organizing 'Stride for Survivors', which was an

event attended by over 1,000 students that highlighted and brought awareness to the issue

of sexual assault on college campuses.

Outside of the classroom and my leadership activities on campus, I worked part-

time at a popular campus bar called 's. I started out as a doorman my freshman year

but was eventually promoted to manager by the end of my junior year. Additionally I

spent my summers interning at law offices in ; so I

could learn as much as I could about the legal profession as well as to gain valuable

experience. I recently graduated from the this past May and I will

begin working towards attaining my J.D. at Now that I've

introduced myself and described some of my recent accomplishments, it's important I

describe how I'm committed to improving the criminal justice system.

In my eyes, the criminal justice system is broken is so many ways. There are clear

implicit and explicit racial biases in the sentencing of individuals. There is overcrowding

in our prison system due to how many nonviolent offenders we put behind bars. Lastly,

money can be used to buy one's way out of trouble and to avoid real justice. I'll examine

all three issues separately and provide my view for how we can do something about these



issues and how doing something about these issues will ultimately improve our criminal

justice system.

Beginning with the racial biases in sentencing, it's disturbing that ethnic

minorities are more frequently pulled over by law enforcement officials than other groups

of people. It's disturbing that ethnic minorities receive harsher and longer sentences than

other groups of people. If all women and men are created equally, then why are they

treated so unequally by our criminal justice system? It's difficult to provide a solution to

this issue because sometimes the racial bias is implicit, meaning the judge or law

enforcement officer doesn't necessarily realize that they are being biased in their work.

However the evidence of this bias is out there, in various studies conducted by various

institutions; it just appears that not enough attention is being brought to it. Social activists

and others who have influence within the media or who can disseminate messages to a

wide audience should use that influence to let society see how we have a criminal justice

system that is racially biased, whether it's implicit or not.

The overcrowding of prisons also relates back to the implicit and explicit bias that

exists in our criminal justice system but I believe it has more to do with the fact that we

put so many people who don't commit violent crimes behind bars. Take individuals who

get put behind bars for marijuana-related offenses. While Marijuana is an easy example

to use due to it's increasingly growing popularity with the American public for

legalization or decriminalization, we still put individuals in jail over all sorts of non-

violent drug crimes. Other countries such as Portugal for example have adopted policies

that send individuals with drug problems to rehabilitation rather than prison. These

individuals need help, not punishment. Punishment in prison should be reserved for



people who commit serious and horrible crimes such as murder, rape, assault, etc. If the

United States criminal justice system could adopt policies that tried help drug offenders

or provided less harsh punishments for non-violent crimes then we'd have less

overcrowding of our prisons.

Finally, it's also disturbing and truthfully sad that with the right amount of

money, you can buy legal representation that can get you out ofjail time. Meanwhile the

average person has to face the punishment for their crimes because they don't have the

money to hire a big time attorney that can get them out of trouble. Some individuals from

low-income households can't even afford a regular attorney so one is assigned to them

but it's not going to be some attorney that's incredible at her or his job; if they were that

good, they'd be working for people who have the big bucks to spend. The criminal justice

system needs to be reformed so that everyone gets the same punishment for their crimes,

regardless of their socioeconomic status.

My commitment to improving the criminal justice system can be seen through my

commitment to address these 3 main issues, bring them to the public's eye and try to

tackle them because only by focusing on issues one at a time can we eventually begin to

see positive changes in our criminal justice system that works evenly for everyone.


