
Just as fictionalforensic scientist and criminalist Gil Grissom from the CBS crime drama

CS/; Las Vegas uses physical evidence from crime scenes to solve murders, l, too, want to use

physical evidence to solve crime...but not the crime of murder. I plan on entering the field of
Forensic Accounting where I will use investigative skills to analyze businesses engaged in
fraud, and those suspected to be committing fraud. Forensic accountants analyze the financial

documents of businesses and make sure everything "adds up". They prevent crimes like money

laundering and embezzlement.

Thinking about my future as a forensic accountant is always exciting, and I cannot wait

to begin my career. However, I have a long way to go to get there, so I strive to do everything I

can to prepare myself for it. Over the last two summers, I participated in the Accounting Career

Awareness Program at and the Accounting Residency Program at ln those

programs, I learned about the learning process necessary to gain a career in the accounting

field, and I was able to hear what working in different environments was like from accounting

professionals.

During the school year, I was enrolled in dual enrollment courses at

University, and I will be entering college with enough credits to obtain a Bachelor's degree tn

approximately two years instead of four. The minimum degree for becoming a forensic

accountant is a Bachelor's degree, but dealing with financial crime is a serious subject so I will

work towards earning a Master's degree as well. Additionally, earning a Master's degree will
provide me enough credit hours to sit for the exam to become a Certified Public Accountant
(CPA), a title that will greatly benefit my likelihood of qualifying for top forensic accounting
positions. To ensure I receive the best possible education, I have chosen to attend the

University , They provide a 5-year program that allows students to earn a Bachelor of

Business Administration and a Master of Accountancy concurrently, and their accounting

degree programs are ranked in the top 10 among public institutions. They have excellent

instructors and the majority of their students that take the CPA exam pass on their first try.

Furthermore, they are partnered with many big corporations for student internships and almost

all of their accounting graduates are employed within three months after graduation. By the time

I finish college, I will have the education and experience necessary to work as a forensic

accountant.
Fictional forensic entomologist Gil Grissom uses insight and several resources in solving

crimes and finding the killer. The same dogged determination he uses in fictional cases, I plan

to use in my 'real life' case of securing funds to finance my education. My parents are not able to
put me through college and I do not want to start my adult working life in debt by getting loans.

That said, getting a job and applying for grants and scholarships are my best options. The

theme song of CS/: Las Vegas is by lhe Who and it asks, "Who Are You?". I have an answer to

that: I am a young lady who is thankful for the gifts and talents I have been blessed with and I

want to do my best to nurture them and use them to help others and better the world in which

we live.


